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Life and Death in Early Colonial Ecuador. By Linda A. Newson. (Norman:
University of Oklahoma Press, 1995. xii + 505 pp. Maps, tables, appendixes,
glossaries, notes, bibliography, index. $45.00 cloth.)
Life and Death in Early Colonial Ecuador, a very detailed study of
the native population of the region which came to be called Ecuador, is a
continuation of Linda Newson's examination of the ways in which different
New World societies reacted to the arrival of Europeans. With this work, the
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organization of the native population, nutritional patterns, the magnitude and
proximity of Spanish settlements, and the labor institutions imposed by the
Spanish. Of special note is the significance of the use of natives to support the
hundreds of Spanish expeditions which decimated native porters and foragers
above and beyond those directly killed in the fighting. This complex of factors
shaped the impact of Old World diseases on the native population and
Newson's treatment of the interaction of these factors is both critical and
enlightening.
Newson has attempted to marshal all available evidence using massive
archival research. This provides Life and Death in Early Colonial Ecuador
with considerable strength and at the same time gives it the sense of being a
catalogue. When the evidence is not clear-cut or persuasive, Newson provides
the issues in dispute and allows her readers to draw their own conclusions.
This is a formidable work supported by a wide range of evidence painstakingly
pieced together.
Donald Ramos
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